God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Sixteen: The Wavering Southern Kingdom of Judah
Texts: 2 Kings[image: image1.jpg]


 18:1-6; 22:8-13; 2 Chron. 13:4-10; 16:7; 17:3-9;  25:14-16; 26:16-21; 36:15-21   
W
hile Israel gave itself to wickedness, Judah wavered back and forth between faithfulness and apostasy. The Law of Moses promised that God would preserve the Israelites as long as they were faithful (Deut. 28:15-20). Although Judah endured, its unfaithfulness would ultimately lead to its fall, just like Israel.  


In lesson twelve we learned that Solomon’s idolatry set the stage for division and the wavering faith of Judah. When his son Rehoboam reigned he continued his father’s idolatry, and the kingdom was divided leaving him over Judah alone. Abijah, his son, was faithful to the Lord for a time, and even rebuked Jeroboam before his death for his apostasy (2 Chron. 13:4-10). Unfortunately he did not remain faihful to the Lord.


Asa, the son of Abijah was the first truly faithful king since the time of David. He removed much of the idolatry his own fathers had established (2 Chron. 14:2-4) and deposed his idolatrous grandmother Maachah (1 Kings 15:13. He did anger the Lord when we made a treaty with Syria during Bassha’s siege of Judah (2 Chron. 16:7), but he served Him in all other things. His son, Jehoshaphat, followed his example of faithfulness. He fought further against idolatry and sent teachers of the Law throughout Judah (2 Chron. 17:3-9). Yet he also displeased the Lord in alliances he made with the wicked kings Ahab and Jehoram. Even so God granted him a great deliverance from an Edomite, Ammonite, and Moabite alliance which came against Judah (2 Chron. 20).

These alliances with the house of Ahab may well have influenced Jehoram, the son of Jehoshaphat to follow the wickedness of Ahab. He married one of Ahab’s daughters, followed the idolatry of Israel (2 Kings 8:16-18), and slaughtered his own brothers who could have fought him for the throne (2 Chron. 21:4).  After his death his son Jehoahaz (or Ahaziah) also followed the wickedness of Ahab, and was killed by the Jehu (the closest to a faithful king that Israel ever had – 2 Kings 9:24). Jehu also killed Ahaziah’s brothers (2 Chron. 22:8). Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah (Ahab’s daughter) used this an her opportunity to take control in Judah. She killed all other members of the royal family who could reign (2 Chron. 22:10). Only Joash, Ahaziah’s son was hidden in the temple by the faithful priest Jehoida and was raised there (2 Chron. 23). When he was seven, he was crowned king and Athaliah was killed. While Jehoida lived, Joash was faithful to the Lord and promoted renovations to the temple. After Jehoida died, he allowed idol worship in Judah and was killed by two of his own men (2 Chron. 24).

Amaziah, the son of Joash, punished those who killed his father, and began his reign in faithfulness to the Lord. Yet after he defeated the Edomites he began to serve their idols (2 Chron. 25:14-16). He was eventually killed in a conspiracy. His son Azariah (or Uzziah) restored order in Judah serving the Lord faithfully for much of his reign. He sinned however, by presuming to go for himself into the temple to burn incense. He was struck with leprosy and 
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remained isolated until his death (2 Chron. 26:16-21). Jotham his son ruled for him pub licly until his death, and continued to rebuild and fortify Jerusalem after he died (2 Chron. 27).

Jotham’s son, Ahaz returned to idolatry. He built idols in Israel and even sacrificed some of his own children in pagan worship. God sent an Israelite and Syrian alliance against him which led him to turn to Assyria for help.  During his reign God sent Isaiah to warn him that Israel would fall (Isaiah 7:8). He did not heed this warning and remained unfaithful (2 Kings 16; 2 Chron. 28). 


When Ahaz died, his son Hezekiah returned to the Lord. The Bible says of him, “He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who were before him” (2 Kings 18:5). He worked to destroy all idolatry in Judah and even sent messengers through Israel before its fall urging them to return to the Lord in Jerusalem (2 Chron. 30:1). Yet, after he died his son Manneseh, and grandson Amon, revived the idolatry of Ahaz. Mannaseh was carried captive toAssyria and Amon was killed by his own servants (2 Kings 21; 2 Chron. 33).

Amon’s son Josiah began to reign at the age of eight, but would be the last truly faithful king of Judah(2 Kings 22:1-7). At a young age he destroyed the idolatry of his father and grandfather. When the book of the law was found in the temple, he worked diligently to restore faithful worship (2 Kings 22:8-13). Josiah was injured in battle at Megiddo against the Egyptian pharaoh Necho and died. His son Jehoahaz was taken to Egypt where he died (2 Chron. 36:23-24). Necho put another son of Josiah, Eliakim on the throne and changed his name to Jehoiakim. During his time, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,  took control of Judah. God sent the prophet Jeremiah to Judah to command them to submit to Babylon as punishment. They did not obey this warning. Jehoiakim was taken captive to Babylon, then later his son was also taken. Mattaniah (renamed Zedekiah), another son of Josiah reigned. When he too rebelled against Babylon, Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed, and most of the Jews were carried away to Babylon. Zedekiah’s sons were killed in front of him and his eyes were put out (2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chron. 36). The Israelites would have no king until the coming of Jesus.  
Study Questions
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1.  Who advised king Ahaziah to do wickedly (2 Chron. 22:2-4)?   
 


Who was her father (2 Chron. 21:6)?


2.  Why was Uzziah told that he could not burn incense in the temple (2 Chron. 26:18)?
  

3.  What did Josiah move the people to observe which had not happened since the time of the judges (2 Kings 23:21-22)?


4.  When was Jehoiachin freed (2 Kings 25:27-29)?

Key Passage: Of Josiah – “Now before him there was no king like him, who turned to the Lord with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise like him” (2 Kings 23:25).
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